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Matthew 16:18 (NLT) 
Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this 
rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. 
 

 The CHRCH is not a place “U” go to, or an event “U” attend. 
It is a spiritual family that “U” belong to. 

 
Acts 2:41-42, 46 (NLT and LB)    
Those who believed…were baptized and added to the church… —

 
They 

joined with the other believers and committed themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship… They worshiped together 
regularly at the Temple each day, met in small groups and in homes for 
communion, and shared their meals with great joy and thankfulness. 
 

 The CHRCH “U” belong to is a group of baptized believers who 
join “U” to help each other live out God’s 5 purposes. 

 
When “U” are part of a CHRCH, there are 8 guaranteed promises.  

 
“U” are part of God’s family on earth. 
 

1 Timothy 3:15 (NCV) 
Then, even if I am delayed, you will know how to live in the family of 
God. That family is the church of the living God, the support and 
foundation of the truth. 

 
“U” are part of the CHRCH for which God created the 
entire universe.  
 

Ephesians 1:4 (TPT) 
And he chose us to be his very own, joining us to himself even before 
he laid the foundation of the universe! Because of his great love, he 
ordained us, so that we would be seen as holy in his eyes with an 
unstained innocence. 
 
 

Love, No Matter What the Race 
February 22-23, 2020 

 Ephesians 1:5 (NLT) 
God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us 
to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it 
gave him great pleasure. 

 
“U” work with the CHRCH to fulfill God’s eternal purposes. 
 

Ephesians 3:10-11 (NIV)  
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of 
God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
realms,

 
according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 
 
Ephesians 3:10 (MSG) 
“Through Christians like yourselves gathered in churches, this 
extraordinary plan of God is becoming known and talked about even 
among the Angels!” 

 
“U” and the CHRCH are the very reason Jesus died on the 
cross. 
 

Ephesians 5:25, 27 (NCV) 
Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself 
for it… He died so that he could give the church to himself like a bride in 
all her beauty. He died so that the church could be pure and without 
fault, with no evil or sin or any other wrong thing in it. 

 
“U” are part of the only creation that will last forever. 
 

Ephesians 3:21 (GW) 
Glory belongs to God in the church and in Christ Jesus for all time and 
eternity! Amen. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NIV) 
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever. 

 
“U” are a member of the only group Jesus said is 
unstoppable. 
 

Matthew 16:18 (TPT) 
I give you the name Peter, a stone. And this truth of who I am will be the 
bedrock foundation on which I will build my church—my legislative 
assembly, and the power of death will not be able to overpower it! 

 
“U” are part of the only group big enough to solve all 
global problems. 
 

2.2 billion Christian Church members globally.  
 



 Ephesians 3:20 (NLT) 
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work 
within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 

 
“U” received the greatest privilege in life, and that is to be 
part of God’s universal church. 
 

1 Peter 1:3 (LB) 
All honor to God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; for it is 
his boundless mercy that has given us the privilege of being born again 
so that we are now members of God’s own family. Now we live in the 
hope of eternal life because Christ rose again from the dead. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 (NLT) 
Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that 
the Spirit of God lives in you? 
 
Why is our church driven by purpose? 
 
Define drive – to guide, control and direct something. 
 
What drives churches?  
 
Traditions, personalities, finances, programs, meetings, buildings, 
events. 
 
Grace Church is driven by purpose! 
 
Proverbs 19:21 (NLT) 
You can make many plans, but the LORD’s purpose will prevail. 
 
5 Benefits When “U” are Connected to Our Church. 
 

 It helps me focus on God. 

 It helps me face life’s problems. 

 It helps me fortify my faith. 

 It helps me find my place to make a difference. 

 It helps me fulfill my life’s mission. 
  

John 17:18 (MSG)  
In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world I give them a 
mission in the world. 
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